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questioned; there are many occasions when skilful management of a crisis averts catastrophe, but recounting such successes should not be the substance of morbidity reviews. Also suspect are reports which appear to have been made in order to prove a point, such as the patient whose central line became disconnected when combing his hair (what has this to do with anaesthesia?).
Not all of the recommendations or opinions expressed by the Council can be endorsed. For instance the statement that 'patients' (presumably healthy adults are included) 'should not be allowed to breathe spontaneously under general anaesthesia for more than about one hour' cannot be supported.
On the other hand, many wise and useful observations are made. Advice concerning the approach to elective surgery after an anaesthesiainduced crisis is prudent; the statement that lower limb neurological deficit following delivery is less likely to be due to epidural anaesthesia than to obstetric trauma is welcome; and the attempt to dissuade some of our surgical colleagues from using toxic doses of cocaine is commendable.
One can only agree with the Council's conclusions that the training of anaesthetists should continue to receive high priority, and that adequate supporting services, both technical and professional, are also provided. The chapters on new synthetic opioid analgesics and opioid infusions are particularly well written, presenting concise summaries of the current status of these subjects. Other features of the book include a discussion on the effects of hepatic and renal dysfunction on pharmacokinetics, the use of intercostal blocks for pain relief, and an interesting but only marginally relevant discussion of the metabolic response to anaesthesia and surgery. The chapter on 'physiological mechanisms in pain' presents a good outline of this complex subject.
There are some minor contradictions in the book, of particular note being the text and diagram which show the landmarks for the Taylor approach to the subarachnoid space. The statement that methadone has a duration of action similar to that of morphine is simply wrong.
Despite these criticisms the book achieves its stated aim. It is an informative and comprehensive text which should prove to be a valuable addition to an anaesthesia library. Though not a large book it should find its place as a reference text summarising a variety of 'acute pain' topics in concise chapters which are easily read. RICHARD , [11] [12] [13] Mitcham 3132; $69.50; pp. 165; 165x245 . This book brings together contributions from two disciplines, comparative physiology and hypothermic cardiopulmonary bypass. The in sights obtained from studying in vivo those animals whose body temperature varies with environmental temperature has enabled the normal behaviour of acid-base regulation with temperature to be defined. The large variations in blood temperature found at different parts of the normothermic body make the in sights contained in the first chapters of wide interest. The chapters by Rahn and Reeves clearly cover an area where most anaesthetic and medical physiology texts are out of date. The chapter on 'alphastat regulation' is a review of the biochemical basis for the preservation of cellular neutrality as temperature varies.
Most clinicians practising hypothermia base their practice on maintaining a blood pH of 7.4 at the patient's temperature resulting in a respiratory acidosis compared to the authors' approach based on biochemical normality. The clinical implication of the knowledge of normal acid-base behaviour is controversial. Variation from normality may be appropriate. This is unresolved but the arguments in defence of the majority practice are not presented. The final three chapters by clinicians present their practice based on the biochemical principles outlined.
The juxtaposition of contributions from authors of such different backgrounds make this an interesting book. The first half will have the wider appeal as a concise summary of work found in journals not often read by anaesthetists. The second half of the book, while attracting fewer readers, may well induce some to radically change their practice. J. B. LOVE 40 Lennox Street, Hawthorne, Victoria 3122
